Journal of the Department of Agriculture,
Western Australia, Series 4
Volume 9
Number 1 1968

Article 5

1-1-1968

West Midlands development : farm planning
G W. Spencer

Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4
Part of the Agricultural Economics Commons, Environmental Health and Protection Commons, and
the Soil Science Commons

Recommended Citation
Spencer, G W. (1968) "West Midlands development : farm planning," Journal of the Department of Agriculture,
Western Australia, Series 4: Vol. 9: No. 1, Article 5.
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4/vol9/iss1/5

This article is brought to you for free and open access by the Agriculture at Digital Library. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4 by an authorized administrator of
Digital Library. For more information, please contact library@dpird.wa.gov.au.

WEST MIDLANDS DEVELOPMENT

FARM PLANNING
By G. W . SPENCER, Adviser, Soils Division

F A R M planning relates to the development and sub-division of a property in such a way
that it is possible to obtain the safest, most efficient, and most practical use of every acre
of land.

• creeks and drainage lines;
• rocky areas and breakways;
• ridges and shelter areas.
Fencing according to natural boundaries
allows for:
• Easier provision of stabilised
drainage lines to act as waterways
for contour bank systems.
• Easier and more convenient application of erosion control measures
such as contour bank systems.
• More efficient and economical use
of water supplies so that water is
provided in every paddock.
"Natural paddocks"
• Better location of farm roads to
The idea of "natural paddocks" is a good
enable good all-weather access to
basis for planning subdivision. These are
every section of the farm.
areas of similar soils which are suited to
For many paddocks it will be necessary
the same form of land use.
In the West Midlands, soil types and to compromise between those boundaries
their associated land use should be a major suggested by well-defined natural features
consideration when planning fence layout. and those indicated by land use classes.
Whatever the final decision, careful conAs far as possible, paddocks should consist
mainly of soil types which can be used in sideration must be given to the soils and
much the same way; for instance, areas features actually occurring on the farm.
of deep sand suitable only for lupins A fence plan prepared with these in mind
should not be included in a paddock other- will be much more suited to the farm than
one based on the usual system of squares
wise regarded as good cropping land.
The fundamentals of soil conservation or rectangles.
farm planning, as applied in other
Square or rectangular paddocks have no
districts, should also be considered. Addi- reference at all to natural features or land
tional "natural paddocks" can be defined use, and cause inconvenience to working
by boundaries such as:
as well as management problems.
Such planning should include:
• Selection, early clearing and
ploughing of those areas best
suited to initial development—
according to Land Use Classes.
• Adoption of the most economic
and productive type of farming.
• Maintenance and improvement of
soil fertility.
• Prevention and control of soil
erosion.
• Convenience of cultivation and
access.
• Efficient use of water supplies.
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